Chapter 1

This Chapter In A Nutshell:

1. Develop 6 passages revealing Jesus’ Character (2 from the left side of the Character of Jesus Table, 2 from the middle and 2 from the right side)

2. Correlate the 6 passage of Jesus Character to God’s Character

3. Present the Foundational Verses that support correlating Jesus Character to God

4. Present one dimension of Jesus’ Mission on Earth: “To Reveal the Father”

5. Questions for personal or group study

6. Action Items (vs processing information)

7. Summary

My wife, boys and I were visiting some friends on the Western Slope in Colorado and staying with them in their home. One morning they left to attend to some errands leaving us on our own. Luke and Isaac were having fun driving a toy car around the back yard. Since I had some time on my hands I thought, “I will help my friends”. They had a large pile of dead branches and tree limbs behind their lovely Victorian ??? style home.  They had a modest circular wrought iron fire basin about 3 feet in diameter. I piled 6 to 10 foot long branches on the fire and when they burned through I just picked up both ends and threw them back on the fire. Sometime into the process my wife walks up and nervously looking at the fire said, “Are you sure that this little fire pit is supposed to have a fire that big on it?” I looked at my project and said, “Sure!” After about 2 hours of constant burning I was very pleased to be done. When I stepped back I realized the heat of the fire had burned off all the lovely green ivy that had been growing on or around the fire basin. Actually, no ivy existed for about a 2 foot distance around the fire basin. I then also took stock of the fact that the dish or basin was completely full of white ash. It was so full that it formed a rounded mound on the top. At that point I prayed even though I didn’t know it and said in frustration, “Jesus, this is my basic problem! I need a lot bigger fire pit that this little thing!”

This book, hopefully, is that larger fire pit. My desire is to throw on as much firewood (scripture about Jesus) as I can and then ask the Holy Spirit to ignite the whole thing in a consuming fire to delight in Jesus! (Which, as far as I can tell, is the 1st Commandment!)

To stir that fire I want to focus on the Character of Jesus. I want to look at passage after passage from Jesus’ earthly existence that reveals His Character. Specifically I want to examine how this most unique man relates to everyday people like you and me.


Jesus’ deep Compassion: His “heart goes out” to the widow of Nain.
 11 Soon afterward, Jesus went to a town called Nain, and his disciples and a large crowd went along with him. 12 As he approached the town gate, a dead person was being carried out—the only son of his mother, and she was a widow. And a large crowd from the town was with her. 13 When the Lord saw her, his heart went out to her and he said, “Don’t cry.” 14 Then he went up and touched the bier they were carrying him on, and the bearers stood still. He said, “Young man, I say to you, get up!” 15 The dead man sat up and began to talk, and Jesus gave him back to his mother. 16 They were all filled with awe and praised God. “A great prophet has appeared among us,” they said. “God has come to help his people.” 17 This news about Jesus spread throughout Judea and the surrounding country.  Luke 7:11-17

Jesus goes to a town called Nain with his disciples and a large crowd. As he enters the town gate a funeral procession is coming out. Jesus becomes aware that this person is the only son of a woman who is also a window. As Jesus hears about this “His heart goes out” to the woman and His deep compassion is stirred for her! Jesus speaks to her and tells her not to cry. He then goes up and touches the coffin and speaks to the dead person, “Young man, I say to you, get up!” (Notice the exclamation mark) The dead man sits up and starts to talk. Notice the motivation of Jesus actions. His heart goes out to the woman because of her intense suffering. His compassion motivates Him to raise this young man from the dead! 

That is a very moving fact for me. I am greatly comforted by the fact that Jesus was touched by her suffering! I think it is easy to fall into the lie (feeling) that we are down here on the earth suffering and struggling and God is up in Heaven “doing great.” I think this is a Satanic lie to try to drive a wedge in between God and us. The very fact that God is “omni-present” means that God is everywhere at the same time. This means that He knows about our confusion, pain and suffering as we try to navigate our way through life. However, it is passages like this one that reveal that He cares! But beyond that, He can even feel our pain and His heart goes out to us! God is perfect and does sit on the Throne of Heaven but at the exact same time He also feels our pain. He is touched by the suffering of every person in the world and wants to do something about it!

So keep Jesus’ compassion in mind.


Jesus, in tenderness, takes the Children in His Arms
 13 People were bringing little children to Jesus for him to place his hands on them, but the disciples rebuked them. 14 When Jesus saw this, he was indignant. He said to them, “Let the little children come to me, and do not hinder them, for the kingdom of God belongs to such as these. 15 Truly I tell you, anyone who will not receive the kingdom of God like a little child will never enter it.” 16 And he took the children in his arms, placed his hands on them and blessed them.  Mk 10:13-16

Jesus isn’t like the fake politician who is kissing the babies for a vote. There is no vote. He isn’t going to get into office in Jerusalem. He isn’t going to gain anything by false shows of concern. In fact… He is going to die. He has no “need” of the children except that He deeply cares for them.

Consider the scope of what Jesus is going to do in 3 or 4 short years. He is going to walk the 60 or so miles from Jerusalem to the north in Galilee back and forth multiple times calling those who will respond to the words and works of the Kingdom of God. He is going to choose the disciples and train them to provide the leadership for the emerging Church. He is going to confront the Pharisees (and Sadducees), their mindset, values and way of life and reveal it as empty, vain and filled with hypocrisy. He will confront demonic powers and force them out. Ultimately He is going to atone for the sin of the human race. He will actually bear in His soul the just wrath (just vengeance) of God against evil so humans don’t have to. He will release the Holy Spirit to actually indwell biological humans and cause them to become the temple of God! He will reveal the Father … i.e. Who God Is! His job description is huge. The scope of His work is astronomical. And He will accomplish all this in a mere 3 or 4 years of public ministry.

In that context consider that He makes time to take the children in His arms. He doesn’t just quickly pat them on the head and send them on their way. Notice what the text says in Mark 10:16 “And He took the children in His arms … “ Jesus takes time with the kids. He puts His arms around them and holds them. Mark and Matthew both show that He puts His hands on the children and blesses them. Jesus tender interaction with the children is delightful! It is especially wonderful when compared to how powerful people in the world relate to children. In the world’s context children were often overlooked, kept out of the way, “seen but not heard.” On the other extreme the world often abused children in horrible ways because they are weak. Jesus utters severe words to protect children, “If anyone causes one of these little ones to sin, it would be better for them to hang a mill stone about his neck and be throw into the sea.” ???verse Jesus is very intense regarding the protection of Children and this is because He has deep tender affections for them! He expresses His affections by holding the kids and spending time with them in the midst of a vast agenda!

So add to Jesus’ compassion His tenderness and keep that in mind.


Jesus Protects the Woman Caught in Sexual Sin
2 At dawn he appeared again in the temple courts, where all the people gathered around him, and he sat down to teach them. 3 The teachers of the law and the Pharisees brought in a woman caught in adultery. They made her stand before the group 4 and said to Jesus, “Teacher, this woman was caught in the act of adultery. 5 In the Law Moses commanded us to stone such women. Now what do you say?” 6 They were using this question as a trap, in order to have a basis for accusing him. 

   But Jesus bent down and started to write on the ground with his finger. 7 When they kept on questioning him, he straightened up and said to them, “Let any one of you who is without sin be the first to throw a stone at her.” 8 Again he stooped down and wrote on the ground. 

   9 At this, those who heard began to go away one at a time, the older ones first, until only Jesus was left, with the woman still standing there. 10 Jesus straightened up and asked her, “Woman, where are they? Has no one condemned you?”   11 “No one, sir,” she said.  “Then neither do I condemn you,” Jesus declared. “Go now and leave your life of sin.” John 8:2-11

Jesus shows up in the temple courts at dawn and teaches the people. While He is doing so the Pharisees bring Him a woman somehow caught in the very act of having sex with a man not her husband. Who knows how they manipulated or arranged this? But presumably they wanted to catch someone that was completely and undeniably guilty to present before Jesus. Remember, they are trying to trap Jesus and accuse Him of evil. According to the Law of Moses she is guilty and should be stoned. They want to see if Jesus will follow the letter of the law or not. “If a man commits adultery with another man’s wife – with the wife of his neighbor – both the adulterer and the adulteress must be put to death.” (Leviticus 20:10) They are probing Jesus and His understanding and application of the word of God. Additionally, it must be mentioned that the Pharisees, the teachers of the Law and the experts of the Law are skilled in accusation. This is their mode of operation and way of life.

Fascinatingly, Jesus doesn’t even answer them. It would be almost hilarious if it weren’t so serious. This woman’s life actually hangs in the balance. She doesn’t know what will happen to her. Jesus stooped down and wrote on the ground. No one knew that He wrote. Many guess that it was words that designate sins, like envy, lust, anger, ambition, covetousness, etc… But the Pharisees kept on questioning Him and hounding Him for an answer. Finally He stood up saying, “If any of you is without sin, let him be the first to throw a stone at her.” Consider a couple things:
1. Jesus is completely without sin

2. Therefore He could throw a stone at her

3. Jesus doesn’t cast a stone at her
4. This means that Jesus doesn’t want to kill her
The text says that everyone left, starting with the older ones and finishing with the younger ones. Presumably as you live longer you are more familiar with your sin and more open to conviction. Regardless, the net effect is that Jesus essentially protects the woman… even though she is absolutely guilty.
It is absolutely critical that we understand this dimension of Jesus Character. If He didn’t protect the guilty, we would all be dead! It is Jesus nature to protect. (See 1 Corinthians 13:7 Since God is Love, just put Jesus name in there) But it is imperative that we realize and acknowledge that He protects the guilty!

At the same moment, we need to point out that He also upholds Law. He tells the woman, “Go now and leave your life of sin.” He knows that sin is cancer. He knows it will kill her. The reason the 10 Commandment say, “Do not commit adultery” is to protect the people. Interestingly, you can use the truth in 2 different ways. You can use it to condemn someone and ultimately bring them harm or to ruin. Or you can use truth to convict someone and really help them repent, turn around and grow. Jesus uses truth in the 2nd way. The Pharisees use it in the 1st way. Just because something is true doesn’t mean you say it or jam it in someone face. If you want to be like Jesus and not Satan you need to learn how to use the truth to bring repentance and healing.

Note that God never takes pleasure in the death of anyone, even the wicked. What God takes pleasure in is that people believe that He is good and they turn away from doing evil, seek forgiveness and learn little by little how to do what is right and good. See Ezekiel 18:23 for a wonderful passage on this.

Do I take any pleasure in the death of the wicked? declares the Sovereign LORD. Rather, am I not pleased when they turn from their ways and live? 

Now, in your mind, add Jesus’ protection of the guilty woman to His compassion and tenderness that we have already studied. And let’s keep going.
Jesus Protects Mary’s Devotion from Judas’ Accusation

Six days before the Passover, Jesus came to Bethany, where Lazarus, lived whom Jesus had raised from the dead. 2 Here a dinner was given in Jesus’ honor. Martha served, while Lazarus was among those reclining at the table with him. 3 Then Mary took about a pint[a] of pure nard, an expensive perfume; she poured it on Jesus’ feet and wiped his feet with her hair. After that the house was filled with the fragrance of the perfume. 

 4 But one of his disciples, Judas Iscariot, who was later to betray him, objected, 5 “Why wasn’t this perfume sold and the money given to the poor? It was worth a year’s wages.” 6 He did not say this because he cared about the poor but because he was a thief; as keeper of the money bag, he used to help himself to what was put into it. John 12:1-6
Let’s pick it up in Mark:

Some of those present were saying indignantly to one another, “Why this waste of perfume? 5 It could have been sold for more than a year’s wages[a] and the money given to the poor.” And they rebuked her harshly. 

   6 “Leave her alone,” said Jesus. “Why are you bothering her? She has done a beautiful thing to me. 7 The poor you will always have with you, and you can help them any time you want. But you will not always have me. 8 She did what she could. She poured perfume on my body beforehand to prepare for my burial. 9 Truly I tell you, wherever the gospel is preached throughout the world, what she has done will also be told, in memory of her.” Mk 14:1-11
Jesus is about to be murdered. Mary shows up and anoints his feet and head with perfumed oil in a singularly transparent, naked act of love and devotion! She pours out her entire inheritance on Jesus. He is that precious to her. He is that important to her. Her heart is wide open. She isn’t hiding a thing and everyone can see it. Right in the middle of this Judas begins attacking her in a very “religious” way, “Why wasn’t this perfume sold and the money given to the poor? It was worth a year’s wages.” Mark 14:5 says, “And they rebuked her harshly.” Can you image find fault with Mary as she is anointing Jesus, the One who bears the sickness, suffering and sins of people all day and every day during His earthly life? He cares for the weak. Mary is caring about Him. Then Judas attacks her! Judas was actually accusing her of doing wrong or evil. Bizarre!

Jesus steps in and drops His shield of protection around Mary. “Leave her alone… why are you bothering her?” Jesus shields her from anger, attack and accusation. Then He not only protects her but qualifies her actions as beautiful. “She has done a beautiful thing to me” is what Mark says. And he goes on to say He will establish the memory of her actions, “I tell you the truth, wherever the gospel is preached throughout the world, what she has done will also be told, in memory of her.” Jesus puts a stop to the accusation completely, protects Mary and establishes her choice for all time!

So you have another example of Jesus’ protection to add to your list of His character attributes.

Jesus Is Angry With the Synagogue Ruler Regarding the Healing of the Woman Bent Over
10 On a Sabbath Jesus was teaching in one of the synagogues, 11 and a woman was there who had been crippled by a spirit for eighteen years. She was bent over and could not straighten up at all. 12 When Jesus saw her, he called her forward and said to her, “Woman, you are set free from your infirmity.” 13 Then he put his hands on her, and immediately she straightened up and praised God. 

 14 Indignant because Jesus had healed on the Sabbath, the synagogue leader said to the people, “There are six days for work. So come and be healed on those days, not on the Sabbath.” 

 15 The Lord answered him, “You hypocrites! Doesn’t each of you on the Sabbath untie your ox or donkey from the stall and lead it out to give it water? 16 Then should not this woman, a daughter of Abraham, whom Satan has kept bound for eighteen long years, be set free on the Sabbath day from what bound her?” 

 17 When he said this, all his opponents were humiliated, but the people were delighted with all the wonderful things he was doing. Luke 13:10-17

This passage is highlighting that the system of values that the Pharisees developed from their reading of the Old Testament was that God was more concerned with setting down rules and laws rather than caring about people. In fact, while they are reading the Old Testament they are listening to the enemy’s voice rather than God’s voice. Jesus knows all this. In the middle of His teaching Jesus saw a woman who was bent over and has been for 18 years. He calls the woman forward, lays His hands on her and heals her, right in front of everyone. He demonstrates the power of the Kingdom of God. She immediately straightens up and praises God! She is seriously overwhelmed with joy! 


Surprisingly the synagogue ruler is angry! In fact he is indignant or furious! He basically says, “Don’t get healed today or on any Sabbath, but choose another day for it!” Let me tell you, Jesus is no sissy. He turns on the Synagogue Ruler in anger and calls him out, “You hypocrites!” Notice the exclamation mark! He is serious and seriously angry. He confronts the Ruler with the fact that he takes his animals out on the Sabbath to give them water? Why is this not considered a breach of the Sabbath when healing a crippled woman is considered breaking the Sabbath? Hypocrites! Jesus is fierce and he exposes the hypocrisy of His opponents. All the people were delighted with all the wonderful things He was doing. But don’t miss this… His opponents were humiliated. Don’t think that Jesus is above resisting, attacking and even humiliating those who oppress others. They don’t call Him the Lion of Judah for nothing. But consider how “clean” His anger is. He stirs up His anger to protect the woman and all the people that are being oppressed by the Pharisee’s system of interpreting the Scriptures. And to protect all of us who were to be born in the future. Additionally, if the Ruler would have repented Jesus would have publicly accepted and praised him for it! (Remember Jesus praises the Roman Centurion for his great faith and He praises the Canaanite woman for great faith.)

As a side note, consider Jesus’ compassion that is operating right alongside His clean anger. Jesus, while confronting the Ruler says, “this woman, a daughter of Abraham, whom Satan has kept bound for eighteen long years…” Jesus doesn’t take this woman’s suffering lightly. He acknowledges it as “18 long years.” He feels the length and suffering of it. He isn’t separated from it. He “knows” what she has been through. By contrast the Pharisee doesn’t even consider it or even care. He cares about a rule that might be getting broken. He doesn’t even delight that someone has got healed. It is a great example of how God’s anger and compassion can both operate at the same time in a very healthy way!

So, continue your mental list of Jesus’ Character attributes. Add “clean” anger to Jesus compassion, tenderness and protection. I am progressing from Jesus’ softer side to His more intense side to help you grapple with the “whole” Jesus.

Jesus Intensely Silences the Storm, Wind and Waves

35 That day when evening came, he said to his disciples, “Let us go over to the other side.” 36 Leaving the crowd behind, they took him along, just as he was, in the boat. There were also other boats with him. 37 A furious squall came up, and the waves broke over the boat, so that it was nearly swamped. 38 Jesus was in the stern, sleeping on a cushion. The disciples woke him and said to him, “Teacher, don’t you care if we drown?” 39 He got up, rebuked the wind and said to the waves, “Quiet! Be still!” Then the wind died down and it was completely calm. 40 He said to his disciples, “Why are you so afraid? Do you still have no faith?” 41 They were terrified and asked each other, “Who is this? Even the wind and the waves obey him!” Mark 4:35 -41

A furious storm or squall arises on the Sea of Galilee. The storm is so violent that the waves are breaching over the boat and filling it with water. It is virtually useless to row as the boat is being tossed back and forth. Falling into the water would mean instant drowning. The text in Luke 8:23  says that they were in “great danger.” Remember, some of these guys are seasoned fishermen! Interestingly, Jesus is asleep in the stern or rear of the boat. I wonder what He was dreaming about? Consider that the storm is so loud you could barely hear someone shout!  The disciples are terrified that they are going to down. They come to Jesus yelling, “Master, Master, we are going to drown!” Jesus gets up and immediately seizes control of the entire situation. With 3 words He breaks the back of the raging waters and winds, “Silence! Be Still!” And it is.

Jesus doesn’t passively ask the storm to “be nice.” Jesus executes a command and fiercely silences the storm and dissipates the entire weather pattern. 

So we have collected a number of character attributes of Jesus: compassion, tenderness, protection, clean anger and fierceness. And we have gathered these from real life events of Jesus interacting with every day people. Now, where can we go from here?

Foundational Verse: The Critical Correlation between Jesus and God


On Jesus’ last night with the disciples, after He washes the disciples feet, Jesus predicts Judas’ betrayal and predicts Peter’s denial, he speaks his last message to his disciples. This embodies John chapters 14 – 17. After Jesus releases Judas to betray Him, Jesus tells His disciples that He is going away. They are greatly troubled by this and grief begins to grip them. They ask where He is going. Jesus says they know the way but Thomas indicates they don’t even know where He is going so how can they know the way? Jesus says that He IS the way and that anyone who knows Him actually knows the Father. Philip seizes on this and says, “Lord, show us the Father and that will be enough for us.” Perhaps Philip is thinking of Moses’ encounter with God in Exodus 33:22-23 where God reveals his form or back or shape. Regardless Jesus answers this question with an amazing statement:
“Anyone who has seen Me, has seen the Father.” John 14:9

What do you think that means? Really. Put the book down and walk around your house or outside and talk to Him about this. This is a great opportunity to connect with the Holy Spirit and get some insight. Then come back and pick up in the next paragraph.

 Ok, when I read this text I DON’T think that Jesus means that God looks like Him. I just don’t think Jesus is saying that God looks like a short Jewish man with dark tan skin and a big nose. Right? So what does He mean? I think that Jesus is saying that if you have watched Jesus and seen how He relates to women, children, disciples, crowds, Pharisees, the sincere and the rebellious, then you know how God relates to these people. Put another way:
If you have seen Jesus’ visible Character you have actually seen God’s invisible Character.


I am not the first one to say that nor will I be the last. The Holy Spirit is highlighting the divine Character of Jesus so that we can trust the invisible God! So take what we have learned thus far:
· Since Jesus compassion is stirred for the widow of Nain and the loss of her son, that mean’s God’s heart is stirred and God’s heart has “gone out to her.”

· Since Jesus is tender with the children and He actually enjoys them, this means that God is tender with the children and enjoys them.

· When you “see” that Jesus protect the woman who is guilty of sexual sin, you know that God is also protecting her. When Jesus convicts her of sin without condemning her, you can “see” that God is convicting her of sin without condemning her.

· Jesus protection of Mary’s wild devotion from Judas’ accusation reveals or shows God’s protection of Mary’s devotion!
· Now that you have “seen” Jesus’ anger at the synagogue ruler and how clean it is, you can better “understand” or “see” God’s clean anger. When you see that Jesus sometimes gets angry to protect a weaker person, you can see how God’s anger might be released to protect someone.

· Jesus compassion that the crippled woman has been bent over and suffering 18 “long years” reveals God’s compassion for this woman’s pains.

· Finally, when you study Jesus fierceness to calm the raging waves and storm you can understand God’s fierceness.

So that is what I think Jesus meant by:
“Anyone who has seen Me, has seen the Father.” John 14:9

You might be saying, “Ok, that was a good passage about correlating the visible character of Jesus to God’s invisible Character. However, I need more than 1 good verse.” Therefore, let’s look at some more.
Read Colossians 1:15. This whole chapter is talking about Jesus

“He [Jesus] is the image of the invisible God…”

This is the same principle as John 14:9. If you want to know exactly what God is like there is 1 and only 1 place to look… at Jesus. Jesus is the very image or picture of the invisible God. And again, we aren’t asking the question, “Does God have brown hair and blue eyes?” No, we are asking what is God like? What would God do in a certain situation? We know that God is good but give me some more detail and definition than that. How would God relate to my uncle Bob? Well, just ask how would Jesus relate to your uncle Bob and you will know how Jesus will relate to Him.

Let’s say it another way. Jesus is the exact representation of the Father’s being. If you want to connect with the essence of God’s very being, you can merely look at Jesus’ life and character.
“The Son is the radiance of God’s glory and the exact representation of His being… “ Hebrews 1:3


Consider how John 12:44 says it. This is essentially a re-packing and a complete repeat of John 14:9


“Then Jesus cried out, ‘When a man believes in Me, He does not believe in Me only, but in the One who sent Me. When he looks at Me, he sees the One who sent Me.”

It might be worthwhile to state John 14:7 as well. After Philip says, “Show us the Father” Jesus responds:

“From now on, you do know Him and have seen Him.”
John 1:18 has more to add to this as well. John clearly states that God is invisible. Then He goes on to say that Jesus has ‘made Him known’ or that Jesus has ‘revealed Him!”


“No one has ever seen God, but God the One and Only, who is at the Father’s side, has made Him known.”


The upshot or driving point of all these verses is that if you want to “know God” or “see God” or “understand what God is like” there is one and only one place to go… Jesus. Look at His life. See how he interacted with all kinds of people. Examine His character. Identify His character traits and that will reveal God’s character traits. If someone says God will act a certain way and it doesn’t line up with Jesus Character, tell them, graciously, that they are wrong. Sure that is pretty strong language in a modern world that doesn’t want anything defined too clearly so that it can manipulate what it wants. But it is true. That is exactly what Jesus said. “If you have seen Me, you have seen the eternal uncreated God who has always existed and always will exist!” It is an earth shaking statement.

So to recap the chapter you will remember my fire pit that was too small. I wanted a way to lift up Jesus before the people that their hearts would be consumed with devotion to Him. Examining His wonderful character is the best way I know to do that. The “fire” starts to burn or burns even hotter has you gaze at Him.  I believe that if people really look at who He is and how He acts they will be filled with wonder, fascination and awe! As they discover that He loves them, they will desire to love them back. This is especially true when you see that Jesus loves us even though we are struggling against sin and are imperfect. Yet He still desires us! Following Jesus absolutely requires genuine repentance. But it doesn’t require perfection before you start following Him. Digging into the very Character of Jesus is the best way I know to fascinate the human heart. And fascination IS worship. Whatever you are fascinated by, that is what you worship.

Then, once you begin defining the Character of Jesus, you begin perceiving that you are actually discovering the very Character of the invisible God who made the heavens and the earth, time and space! 
Questions for personal and group study:

1. Do the Foundational Verses make sense to you? Are they clear? Do you agree?

2. Put into your own words John 14:9 or Jn 12:45 or Col 1:15 or Heb 1:3 Saying this truth out loud helps you grapple with it. Praying this truth back to God brings revelation!
3. Put into your own words (to someone) the difference between “Making God In Our Image” vs “Letting Scripture Define God.” How would you say these verses speak to Scripture defining God?
