Chapter 2
This Chapter In a Nutshell:

1. Explore 6 passages about Jesus’ Character and correlate it to God’s Character

2. Introduce how the 1st & 2nd commandments are driven by the Character of Jesus

3. Action Items: 1st Commandment & Praying the Character of Jesus back to Him

4. Summary

5. Questions for personal or group study

From Chapter 1 you understand the basic progression of the 1st Section of this book. Looking at passages about Jesus’ Character will help us know Him better (Ephesians 1:17) but it will also help us know God better. Many people are unclear about the basics of who Jesus is and what He is like. Even more people are unclear about what God is like because so many random and conflicting thoughts about God exist in our world. Digging into specific character events in the life of Jesus will actually destroy the confusion, fog and vagueness that can surround the character of Jesus and God in many people’s minds. We need specific examples so that we can think, pray and trust God specifically. General thoughts and prayers and trust are not effective when you are in a real crisis in life. A job loss, moving from your current home or country to another, breakups in relationships, health issues or the death of someone you truly love. All of these demand a specific rock solid ability to “lean on God” or trust Him. The goal of this book is to make the object of our faith (Jesus) clearer so that we may lean on Him with our full weight!
Jesus Heals the 5,000 Motivated By Compassion
Jesus has commissioned the 12 disciples with power and authority and sent them out in groups of two to preach the message of the Kingdom and demonstrate its power. The 12 return and told Jesus everything that happened. (I would really like to know what they experienced and reported to Jesus!) About the same time Jesus hears that John the Baptist has been killed or martyred by Herod. 

John’s disciples came and took his body and buried it. Then they went and told Jesus. 13 When Jesus heard what had happened, he withdrew by boat privately to a solitary place. Hearing of this, the crowds followed him on foot from the towns. Matthew 14:12-13

The apostles gathered around Jesus and reported to him all they had done and taught. 31 Then, because so many people were coming and going that they did not even have a chance to eat, he said to them, “Come with me by yourselves to a quiet place and get some rest.” 32 So they went away by themselves in a boat to a solitary place. 33 But many who saw them leaving recognized them and ran on foot from all the towns and got there ahead of them. Mark 6:30-33

There was so much activity and so many people coming and going around Jesus that the disciples didn’t even have a chance to eat! Jesus determines to take them away to a quieter place to get some rest after their trips. Here again you can see that Jesus is concerned for the rest and wellbeing of the disciples. I love these little insights to the character of Jesus! They go in a boat to a solitary place. However, many saw them on the water and figured out where they were going and ran there ahead of them. When Jesus and the disciples landed, there was a huge crowd that had gathered. Jesus changes His agenda and embraces the people that have gathered. (Hopefully the disciples got some rest sometime during this gathering.) Matthew says that once Jesus saw the large crowd He was motivated by compassion and healed their sick. Luke also describes this.
When Jesus landed and saw a large crowd, he had compassion on them and healed their sick. Matthew 14:14
… but the crowds learned about it and followed him. He welcomed them and spoke to them about the kingdom of God, and healed those who needed healing. Luke 9:11

The great thing here is that Matthew identifies the inner motivation for healing the people. Luke identifies what happens but not clearly why it happens. The “why” of God is as important as the “what” of God. Jesus often warned about having hard hearts that do not listen and do not hear but have become calloused. “Why” God does what He does has the power to warm and melt hard hearts and turn them into soft living hearts. It makes all the difference in the world to me the inner motivation of the Godhead! To know that He healed the sick because He was moved by compassion is phenomenally different that God merely healing because He wants to demonstrate His power and get a message to a group of people. To know that God actually cares it the revelation you can find only in Jesus. Which brings us back to the foundation: “If you have seen Jesus, you have seen the Father!” And, therefore, you know exactly what God is like. Since Jesus is moved by compassion, you know that God feels compassionately for the suffering of these sick people.
Jesus Teaches Out Of Compassion
Jesus compassion doesn’t stop with healing. You find in Mark that compassion is also His motivation for teaching the people. You may be tempted to think in a cool, academic or practical mindset that says: “Well, Jesus had to teach the people information so that they could know their choices, turn from evil, follow him and avoid hell.” But that kind of mindset does not tell you anything about “why” Jesus taught the people. You have no divine revelation of the “insides” of Jesus. How does He feel? For that matter how does God feel about people? (Remember, we are made in His image. That means our mental abilities, our will and even our emotions are fashions after His. That means God has emotions.) 

When Jesus landed and saw a large crowd, he had compassion on them, because they were like sheep without a shepherd. So he began teaching them many things. Mark 6:34

Jesus understands that the people are essentially defenseless and foolish. They are like sheep wandering the hills looking for food and rest but getting in trouble and vulnerable to predators like lions. Sometimes they just wander off and get “lost.” I know lots of people like this. They are lost in loneliness, lost is video games, lost on the Internet, lost in drugs, lost in lust, lost in religious confusion… wandering away.  Jesus’ heart is stirred within him by compassion to care for the people. He addresses their foolishness and lack of knowledge about reality by teaching them. It is very likely that He preached the Sermon on the Mount in many places including this place. Jesus doesn’t teach the people to enslave them under another “law” to earn their salvation. People get saved by “trusting” in Jesus and believing all that He says, not by performing or trying to be perfect. Jesus teaches the people so they will not be so defenseless and vulnerable to sin and evil. He cares that they are protected from evil. “Why” He teaches is as important as “What” He teaches. And it is beautiful that He teaches them out of compassion!
Unless you look in all 4 Gospels on a particular subject you might miss this. Only Mark comments on the inner motivation of compassion for Jesus to teach the people. The other Gospel writers do not directly comment on that. You may want to look at some Gospel Harmonies. Since the early centuries people have tried to combine the 4 Gospels into 1 to try to piece together a more cohesive medium to grapple with the life of Jesus. They also attempt to develop a chronological layout of Jesus life. This is huge because a chronology can drive away the confusion, fog and vagueness that can swirl around the events in Jesus’ life. The more clearly and discretely we can think about Jesus life, we more powerfully we can connect to Him, talk to him and trust Him. Often reading about Jesus from one of the 4 Gospels can leave out details that are found in the other 3 gospels. Having all 4 woven together can create a much fuller picture of Jesus life! One of the many I have reviewed is called “The Gospel’s Interwoven” by Kermit Zarley. I will address this in more depth in the chapter about the Timeline of Jesus Life.
Jesus Feed the 4,000 Motivated by Compassion

Sometime later another large crowd gathered. This time is was about 4,000 men. In the old days they only counted the men. That means that there were a lot more people present than the 4,000. If married men’s wives or children attended this could be 6, 7 or 8 thousand people. Regardless Mark again details the fact that Jesus looks over the people and His compassion motivates or urges Him to perform a creative miracle to multiply seven loaves of bread to feed all these people. 
1 During those days another large crowd gathered. Since they had nothing to eat, Jesus called his disciples to him and said, 2 “I have compassion for these people; they have already been with me three days and have nothing to eat. 3 If I send them home hungry, they will collapse on the way, because some of them have come a long distance.” 4 His disciples answered, “But where in this remote place can anyone get enough bread to feed them?” 5 “How many loaves do you have?” Jesus asked. “Seven,” they replied. 6 He told the crowd to sit down on the ground. When he had taken the seven loaves and given thanks, he broke them and gave them to his disciples to distribute to the people, and they did so. 7 They had a few small fish as well; he gave thanks for them also and told the disciples to distribute them. 8 The people ate and were satisfied. Afterward the disciples picked up seven basketfuls of broken pieces that were left over. 9 About four thousand were present. Mark ???
It is wonderful that Mark records the very words of Jesus and He specifically names the motivation for feeding the people as “compassion!” I think this is part of God’s desire to communication about His inner heart. As God discloses or reveals Himself we can see it and allow ourselves to delight in Him and therefore become like Him. This is essentially the content of 2 Corinthians 3:18
And we all, who with unveiled faces contemplate the Lord’s glory, are being transformed into his image with ever-increasing glory, which comes from the Lord, who is the Spirit. 

This verse talks about the fact that when we contemplate or focus on God’s glory, we are actually transformed into His image! This is one of the giant keys to growing in God and actually becoming like Him. You could summarize the principle as “Beholding leads to Becoming.” Notice it does not say “glancing” or “quickly looking at” the Glory of God. No, it says, “contemplating.” This is a longer more drawn out daily gazing upon the glory of God. You move from “glancing” to “gazing” or “beholding” as you become fascinated with the Glory of God. You don’t just “click” one day and come into a complete fascination with God. It grows progressively as you focus on God. 
Additionally, let’s define the “Glory of God.” I will cover this in more depth in Chapter ??? 3 about revealing the Father and knowing God. The Glory of God is more than the 1st level of meaning relative to light, awesomeness or the Shekinah Glory that existed over the Mercy Seat on the Ark in the Old Testament. That is certainly true. But the Glory of God is really talking about God’s Character. The Glory of God is “Who He Is” as opposed to the lights and stunning display around Him. Besides, do you think you will be more transformed in your mind, emotions and will by focusing at the brilliance around God and His throne or by focusing on who He is and how wonderfully and tenderly He relates to people? To some degree the answer is “both,” but the character piece is even larger than the stunning eye catching displays of power and light.
So Mark records Jesus words about the inner movements of His heart as compassionate. Keep reading and you discover even more. Out of Jesus’ own mouth He indicates that He is deeply concerned about the people. He is concerned that if He sends them away hungry some will actually collapse on the way home. Jesus is actually aware that some of them have come from a long way away.
During those days another large crowd gathered. Since they had nothing to eat, Jesus called his disciples to him and said, 2 “I have compassion for these people; they have already been with me three days and have nothing to eat. 3 If I send them home hungry, they will collapse on the way, because some of them have come a long distance.” Mark 8:1-3
Isn’t it wonderful to know that Jesus was aware that they were hungry? Isn’t it great to know that as busy as He was, He had understanding that some had come from a long way off? Doesn’t it warm your heart that He is concerned that they could collapse on the way home if they don’t have something to eat? And if you combine that with the Foundational Verses from Chapter 1 you understand that “If you have seen Jesus you have seen God.” All this works together to cause us to see the ”insides” of God! To see and understand what He feels about people on the inside. It gives us clues to what motivates the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit in ALL that they do. Too often people reduce God to a “mind.” As if all that God ever does is only think but never deeply feel. What you find out in the study of Jesus character is that God is deeply emotional – just in a healthy non-moody way. In fact, the more you study and mediate and talk to God about His emotions, the more your own emotions are healed. You actually find your dysfunctional emotions are cleansed, washed and grown into their full capacities. But it starts with Him and ends with us.
Let me highlight something. Please note. . .  the way these truths most deeply affect us is if you pray them back to Jesus and talk to Him around these subject rather than merely read about them. This takes you out of being a spectator to actually taking action and engaging with God. Often it is best to actually read in a devotional manner. By that I mean that you should experiment with talking to Jesus about what you are reading in this book or the Bible while  you are reading. Don’t let it only be a mental exercise of reading the Bible or book. Go higher and make reading into a time of encounter with Jesus. Ask Him questions. Wait for insight. Tell Him what you love about Him. Tell Him what things in His character amaze or fascinate you. Tell Him what things bring peace and healing to your souls. This is called the fellowship of the Holy Spirit!

Well, we have looked at Jesus compassionate inner workings that lead Him to heal the sick, to teach the people and even multiply food to feed the people. Jesus’ compassion for the people makes God’s compassion for the people ‘visible’ and understandable! 

At this point let’s move on and look at some character dimensions from the middle of the Character of Jesus Table.

Jesus Is So Approachable the Little Children Come To Him

We looked that this event in the Gospel of Mark. Let’s also look at the parallel passage in Luke.

People were also bringing babies to Jesus for him to place his hands on them. When the disciples saw this, they rebuked them. 16 But Jesus called the children to him and said, “Let the little children come to me, and do not hinder them, for the kingdom of God belongs to such as these. 17 Truly I tell you, anyone who will not receive the kingdom of God like a little child will never enter it.” Luke 18:15-17
There is a lot going on in this passage about the children and Jesus. We have already talked about how tender Jesus was with the children. Notice that the disciples are giving people a hard time for bringing their kids to Jesus. The disciples are irritated by this. Perhaps they think Jesus is too busy or too important? Regardless Jesus basically tells the disciples that He likes the little children and He wants them to come to Him. Jesus “called the children to Him” and they came. I have two kids. I can tell you one thing about them... they don’t like mean, fussy or pushy adults. Then can sense it right off. They are out going children but they size up adults twice before wanting to talk to them much less be held by them. With Jesus, however, they come to Him and permit Him to hold them and put His hands on them and pray for them. The only way this is possible is that Jesus must be a very warm and approachable person. We don’t usually recognize that Jesus is approachable but He is. The children may have looked at the Pharisees & Experts in the Law and said, “No way! I know those guys don’t like us!” The kids might have looked at the disciples and said, “Maybe they are alright, but were not so sure.” But the children looked at Jesus and they ran to Him when He calls them. It has everything to do with “the kind of person Jesus is.” And Jesus reveals the “kind of person God is.” And that is the WHOLE point of the Incarnation! God reveals what He is like by becoming a “human.”
We will see more of Jesus’ approachability in the upcoming chapters as we look at the Tax Collectors and “sinners” come to him. The fact that Peter has the ability to rebuke Jesus relative to His statement about being killed also points to His approachability. In the next section we will look at James and John’s freedom to make the ultimate request exactly because Jesus is so approachable.

Think for a moment about Jesus. If He was a cranky holiness preacher or a mean legalistic fundamentalist preacher… do you think the kids would have come to Him? Kids can smell those attitudes and accusation from a mile away. Jesus knows how to stand for God’s truth and will not compromise on it at all. However, the way He does that is wholesome, challenging and even intense. But He is surprisingly approachable.
Since Jesus is approachable you find out that so is God. God is just like Jesus. This is the heart of the Gospel. God doesn’t require you to be perfect before you approach Him and engage Him. As you do and as you become more confident that He deeply cares about you, He will draw you into deeper repentance and alignment with Himself (righteousness). But the ability for evil people to draw close to a perfectly good God is the fact that He is approachable as well as merciful.

Jesus Is So Approachable That James and John Can Ask For the Ultimate
Let’s read another passage about Jesus’ approachability. This event involves James, John and surprisingly, their mother.
Then the mother of Zebedee’s sons came to Jesus with her sons and, kneeling down, asked a favor of him. 21 “What is it you want?” he asked. She said, “Grant that one of these two sons of mine may sit at your right and the other at your left in your kingdom.” 22 “You don’t know what you are asking,” Jesus said to them. “Can you drink the cup I am going to drink?” “We can,” they answered. 23 Jesus said to them, “You will indeed drink from my cup, but to sit at my right or left is not for me to grant. These places belong to those for whom they have been prepared by my Father.” 24 When the ten heard about this, they were indignant with the two brothers. 25 Jesus called them together and said, “You know that the rulers of the Gentiles lord it over them, and their high officials exercise authority over them. 26 Not so with you. Instead, whoever wants to become great among you must be your servant, 27 and whoever wants to be first must be your slave— 28 just as the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many.” Matt 20:20-28

James, John and their mother are all approaching Jesus to ask the ultimate request that you could ask Jesus. Could her two sons sit at Jesus’ left and right hand for all of eternity? Could they have the highest place of prominence and honor not only in this age but in the age to come? And it is not just honor but joy! Remember in Psalms 16:11 David has a revelation of the throne of God (think about Revelation 4 & 5). He discovers that God Himself (God’s right hand) is the source of eternal joy and pleasure! The only way these 3 could have come to Jesus to secure the ultimate reward is that Jesus must have been that approachable for them to even consider “making the request.” Again, if Jesus was a busy powerful and hard world leader this would never have been possible. If Jesus was cranky or moody or harsh, they would never have had the courage to ask Him. The very fact that they could approach Him means that they probably witnessed Jesus responding kindly to people’s requests all the time. People asked Him for healing, deliverance, insight and help all the time. As we know from the Gospels He almost always, if not always, helps everyone who comes to Him. Rememeber these are everyday imperfect sinful people. It is not like He is helping “perfect” people that ask Him things. James, John and their mother witness Jesus’ general openness and approachability and decide to “go for it.”
In fact the perceived “possibility” of Jesus granting this request is so real that the other 10 disciples are indignant! You have to understand the meaning of that word. Indignant means you are furious, angry and severely upset. This is not a mild form of anger. This is sharp and quick! The fact that the other 10 are so furious probably points to the fact that they were terrified that James and John had beat them to the punch and asked this brilliant request of Jesus… first! They all knew Jesus. The way He was with people was so open and approachable that there was real “danger” of Jesus granting their request! 
Consider also the fact that afterwards the 10 are separated from James and John. Jesus actually has to gather them all together. He has to “round them up” so to speak. He gets the 10 to come over and then gets James and John and their mom to come over and addresses the issue of greatness. Essentially He says it is good to want to be great, but it is very important how you go about it. The call to greatness is God given and built into our very nature. However, they need to pursue greatness by serving not competing and lording their power over each other. (The issue of the disciples selfish ambition, competition, pride and envy will be covered in Chapter 3 ??? It crops up during the Last Supper. It is also one of the reasons Jesus tells Peter and the others (the word “you” is plural in the Greek) that Satan has desired “to sift you like wheat.”)

The fact that Jesus has to gather them together points to the fact of how angry the 10 were with James and John because they thought these 2 were going to be the greatest! And this completely hinges on the approachability of Jesus that He would not only hear this request but also possibly say “yes.”
That fact that Jesus is so approachable reveals that God is that approachable. I am not saying that God is a little approachable. To the exact measure that Jesus is approachable this defines the degree to which God is approachable. There is a one to one correlation. Why? Because, Jesus is God in human form. If Jesus wasn’t God, He couldn’t say, “If you have seen me, you have seen the Father!” (In Chapter ??? 17.5 I explain the ways that Jesus reveals that He was God.) The essence of “God Is Just Like Jesus” is the incarnation. The wild reality is that God didn’t send an angel or call a prophet or send a servant to rescue and redeem the human race from sin and Satan. He did it HIMSELF!  (No other religion or philosophy in the world claims this. Allah did not come down to rescue human beings from sin and evil. Buddha was not the essence of life itself come to help humans. No Hindu god does what the Father of Jesus does!)
It is earth shaking! Christianity, if you understand it, is the most radical religious view or philosophy on the planet! Because God has pursued us Himself and become a human, He can say, “If you have seen me, you have seen God.”

Presently we have reviewed 3 passages from the left side of the Character of Jesus Table about His compassion. Then we added 2 passages from the middle of the Table relative to His approachability. Now let’s move to the right side of the Table and examine some of His fierceness and clean anger.

Jesus Fiercely Drives Out Demons
Let’s look at how Jesus deals with demons that are oppressing people.

They went to Capernaum, and when the Sabbath came, Jesus went into the synagogue and began to teach. 22 The people were amazed at his teaching, because he taught them as one who had authority, not as the teachers of the law. 23 Just then a man in their synagogue who was possessed by an evil spirit cried out, 24 “What do you want with us, Jesus of Nazareth? Have you come to destroy us? I know who you are—the Holy One of God!” 25 “Be quiet!” said Jesus sternly. “Come out of him!” 26 The evil spirit shook the man violently and came out of him with a shriek. 27 The people were all so amazed that they asked each other, “What is this? A new teaching—and with authority! He even gives orders to evil spirits and they obey him.” 28 News about him spread quickly over the whole region of Galilee. Mark 1:21-28

Jesus is right in the middle of a teaching on a Saturday. Not only does He talk about the Kingdom of God but He instantly demonstrates its reality and power during or after the message. Jesus teaches with authority and the people are amazed.  Right in the middle a demon erupts and starts mocking Jesus! Notice that Jesus is not a sissy. He isn’t passive. He doesn’t say, “Hey there little demon, why don’t you come out of this person?” He doesn’t say, “It’s not nice to inhabit a human’s body and try to control them. Why don’t you stop it?” Jesus instantly takes control and overwhelms this demonic onslaught. “Silence!”( Notice the exclamation mark) “Come out of him!” Instantly the Holy Spirit hammers this unclean evil spirit and forces it out of the man. The demon fights back and shakes the man violently in the process but is forced out. Luke 4:35 says that the demon actually throws the man to the ground.

“Be quiet!” Jesus said sternly. “Come out of him!” Then the demon threw the man down before them all and came out without injuring him. 

There is nothing “nice” or passive about this whole event. (This flies in the face of much modern thinking and modern emotions in North America and Europe.) The people are amazed and beside themselves!

The point here is that Jesus is very compassionate when dealing with immature weak and sinful people. However, He is fierce with oppressive evil demons. Did you note that His fierceness results in the protection of the human? Often we are afraid of God (not to be confused with the clean fear of the Lord) because of His power and fierceness. But we need to connect His fierceness with protection. Some people adopt an attitude that all violence is bad. This goes too far. Clearly God hates unhealthy violence. He wiped out the people in Noah’s time specifically because the people were so violent. “I am going to put an end to all people, for the earth is filled with violence because of them.” (Gen 6:13) God also says “every inclination of the thoughts of his heart [mankind] was only evil all the time” (Gen 6:5) 
God isn’t fierce without a reason. His fierceness doesn’t arise over “one time” sins or failures. He fierceness doesn’t break out over the repentant person who is actively struggling against “repetitive” sins!  His fierceness arises in the face of hardened long term committed rebellion… like that of the demons and the Pharisees. The obstinate resistance and rebellion of the Pharisees is radically different than the immaturity of the disciples or of the everyday people. Both the Disciples and the Pharisees were imperfect and both groups sinned. However, one group was being honest about their sin and fighting against it asking for God’s help. The other group was trying to cover up their sin while pointing the finger at others who were sinning in accusation. God always forgives the person who repents and turns away from the evil they have committed. He does this even when the person is battling with repetitive sins. But what about the person who does not take stock of their actions and does not repent and does not even try to make restitution to those they have harmed? 
The point here is that Jesus is fierce with demons and so is God! But it is important to realize that Jesus’ fierceness and God’s is often related to protecting someone. Here it is the demonized man who is protected and cleansed and given a new lease on life.

Jesus’ Clean Anger with The Pharisees Regarding the Man’s Withered Hand
On another occasion Jesus is teaching in a synagogue and a man with a deformed or shriveled or withered hand is there. The Pharisees have interpreted that the Old Testament law about keeping the Sabbath means that it would be wrong to heal someone on the Sabbath. This is surprising when they clearly do certain types of work on the Sabbath like taking their animals out to water them. Or, if an animal were to fall into a pit on the Sabbath, they would work to pull it out. But for some reason they hated the fact that Jesus would heal a person on the Sabbath. Jesus asks them what is lawful to do on the Sabbath. Jesus asks if you can do good or evil on the Sabbath. Any 12 year old in the world could answer that question. But the Pharisees remain silent.
1 Another time he went into the synagogue, and a man with a shriveled hand was there. 2 Some of them were looking for a reason to accuse Jesus, so they watched him closely to see if he would heal him on the Sabbath. 3 Jesus said to the man with the shriveled hand, “Stand up in front of everyone.” 4 Then Jesus asked them, “Which is lawful on the Sabbath: to do good or to do evil, to save life or to kill?” But they remained silent. 5 He looked around at them in anger and, deeply distressed at their stubborn hearts, said to the man, “Stretch out your hand.” He stretched it out, and his hand was completely restored. 6 Then the Pharisees went out and began to plot with the Herodians how they might kill Jesus. ??? (Verse)
Take note Jesus’ disposition after He poses the question to the Jewish Priests and they refuse to answer. It says that Jesus is angry and deeply distressed at them. Think for a minute. Would it have been good or honorable or righteous to have been “ok” with the Priests hardness of hearts? Would it have been good to have been passive? Would it have been ok to “do nothing?” No! That would have been evil. Jesus is angry but it is clean anger. Notice that He is not seeking to destroy them. One word from Jesus and they would be dead. Remember, He has that kind of power but never uses it in that way. Jesus is angry with them, but He always seeks to lead people in repentance to come to Him. He never uses His power to harm or hurt anyone. It is fascinating.
Once again you can see that even though He is angry with the Pharisees the whole situation also results in the healing of the man. I imagine Jesus looking furiously at the Pharisees with the man with the withered hand behind Him and Jesus says, “Stretch out your hand!” And the hand grows and untwists bit by bit and is perfect in a few moments. Jesus’ anger is clean.
What is the lesson here? Jesus is angry with attitudes and mindsets that hurt people. Especially if you are taking a commandment of God that is supposed to be used for the good of the people and you twist it harm people. Well, if that is how Jesus feels that is how God feels. If that is how Jesus thinks that is how God thinks. The Father and the Son are One and the same. Like Father, like son.

At this point let’s summarize what we have looked at. We have seen Jesus’ compassion motivated Him to heal the sick among the 5,000 and to teach the 5,000. Then we saw that it was also Jesus’ compassion that stirred His heart to feed the 4,000. Next we looked at how approachable Jesus is. The children like to come to Him and be with Him. James and John found Him so approachable that they had the boldness to ask for the greatest thing that anyone could ask from Jesus. Lastly we examined Jesus fierceness to drive out demons and His clean anger toward the hard hearted attitudes of the Pharisees. Jesus is the “image of the invisible God.” Who God is becomes more clear in the light of Jesus’ interactions with real live people.
How the Character of God Drives or Empowers the 1st and 2nd Commandments

Remember how we studied the fact that Jesus’ heart went out to the Widow of Nain when her only son died? Jesus enters the situation and raises the young man from the dead. Sometime ago I was teaching on this passage in a home group in the fall of 2010. As we were discussing this passage a good friend of mine ??? (name Derek?) chimed in and said, “Chris this is a great passage, but honestly, I don’t really know what to do with it. It’s not like I am going to be able to raise anyone from the dead.” To be honest that kind of derailed the rest of the night. I was perplexed and frustrated. I wasn’t getting through to this group. The next morning and I awoke and the Lord was communicating to me around this subject. I came to understand the basic problem. My friend was trying to do “Life Application” on this passage about the Widow of Nain. You know, the kind of thing where you read a passage and ask yourself, “Self, how can I follow Jesus’ example and put this in to practice?” But here was the problem. I wasn’t asking them to put it into practice! I was asking the group to consider Jesus humility and delight in Jesus! Just enjoy who He is. Worship! I was trying to put before them stirring material that would incite their heart to be encouraged about Jesus. When I first saw this passage I told Jesus that I thought He was amazing! I told Him that I was overwhelmed (in a positive way) that He felt her pain and actually did something about it! I was over joyed. However my friend was looking at it differently.
What was happening was that my friend had put the 2nd Commandment in 1st place and pushed the 1st Commandment further down. The first thing he thought about when he read a passage of scripture was not how wonderful Jesus was, not how amazing Jesus was, nor how good and just Jesus was. No, the first thing my friend thought of was, “Hmmm, how should I apply this in my own life? What should I do?” This sounds very noble but is not what scripture commands us. (And scripture “commands us” for our own good.)
The next day we had lunch and I explained what I thought the Lord was communicating. Within just a few moments he saw it. It was like he had a pair of glasses on that said, “Whenever you look at scripture the 1st thing you must do is see how you can incorporate some new principle into your life.” He laughed as we discussed this. Then he realized that what I was asking them to do was to read the scripture and then be delighted and fascinated with the person of Jesus. 

Interestingly if you give yourself to being delighted in Jesus, what you find is that you instantly enter into worship of Jesus. And when you really get to the heart of what it means to worship Jesus you find yourself right smack dab in the middle of the 1st Commandment. 

“The most important one,” answered Jesus, “is this: ‘Hear, O Israel, the Lord our God, the Lord is one. 30 Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind and with all your strength.’ 31 The second is this: ‘Love your neighbor as yourself.’ There is no commandment greater than these.” Mk 12:29-31
I am not claiming to know all that the 1st Commandment means, but I know for sure that it means you are not bored with God. There is no greater hindrance to worshipping God than when you are absolute bored with Him. Ouch! Yeah, that hurt. I know, it hurts me too. When our hearts fall into boredom with God it is like your wife grabbing you in a passionate embrace and telling you she loves you . . . but with boredom in her eyes!
What I find is that the more I focus on Jesus and the dynamic goodness of His Character the more I want to think about Him, talk to Him and worship occurs! Fascination automatically leads to worship. 

Have you ever seen fans at a concert? I remember watching, stunned, as fans at a Michael Jackson concert were raising their hands to a man, screaming, emotionally overwhelmed and some of them actually passing out! Their eyes were wide, they were standing on tip toes and they were excited beyond the limits. They didn’t know it, but they were worshipping! They wouldn’t say that, but every thought, every action and every word betrays them. They were in full scale worship. The desire to be fascinated and worship is built into us. We were created to do this. And if you don’t find enough in Jesus to fulfill this desire to be fascinated and worship Him it is completely inevitable that you will find something else. This is the heart of the whole subject of idolatry in the Old Testament. Since the people failed to be in awe and fascinated by God the vacuum inside them force them to find something else so they worshiped idols of gold, silver and even wood. And the crazy thing was that their own hands made these object of worship! Then they fell down before them and cried out, “Save us from our enemies!”
You know another interesting thing? If your heart is fascinated by Jesus you find saying “No!” to all kinds of sins is a lot easier!” If you are bored in your heart with God and trying to say no to sex the girl next door, or the porn on the internet or the lust for possessions or anything else . . . it is not only difficult, in the end it is impossible. There is a vacuum in your heart and you will have to fill it with something.  What will you choose?
Additionally if you are trying to say “Yes” to God on any issue of love, justice and obedience, you will find it a lot easier if you are are focused on His goodness!

There is nothing greater than the good Character of Jesus to fascinate your heart or help you yield to and obey God. That is why I will be bringing example by example of the goodness and the trustworthiness of Jesus to you.
At this point we arrived at the very center, the kernel of this entire book. It is nothing more than my attempt to draw your heart into the overwhelming magnificence of the man Christ Jesus! This is the fire I was describing in the 1st paragraph of chapter 1.
Be aware, this does not happen overnight. If you are bored with God today and thrilled with sin, you have to focus on Him bit by bit, day by day and you will find that one spark of His love leads to another until you have a raging fire of the love of God burning in your heart.
Action Items:

 Commit yourself to telling Jesus these things for 30 days:
· What you like about Him

· What you are amazed by Him

· How clean and pure His anger is

· How tender He can be with the weak

· How humble and meek He can be

· How powerful He is over nature, demons and sickness

As you talk to Him about His Self for 15 to 30 minutes a day, you will find that in 30 days your “personal relationship” is a lot more personal!

Ask him for a prayer life. That means 2 way communication. Tell Him you will use your will and commit to it. But ask Him for His grace to sustain it. Ask Him for 15 minutes a day or 30 or 1 hour a day.  Personally I take my prayer time at noon in the middle of my work day. I have to walk when I pray. It helps me focus. If I sit down I fall asleep or my mind starts wandering. I have a demanding job filled with computer crisis and network problems. But it is imperative that I get time to connect with Jesus. Therefore I take it right out of the middle of the day and He has given me grace to be consistent with that.
There is something different that happens when you talk to Jesus about Himself rather than just read about His works in a book or even the Bible. Communion or fellowship happens when you talk to Him. Sometime the communication back from the Lord happens instantly, other times it takes a few minutes, hours, days or months. Sometimes I pray and get an answer back an hour later, a day later or a year later. But I am fascinated that I often hear something back about a question I am asking at the most random moments. But I am always glad for the communication.
Cultivating Passion or Fascination for Jesus
Let me also remind you how the scripture says love works:

We love because he first loved us.  1 John 4:19

Don’t think that you have to love God 1st and then He will love you back. Everyone falls into this trap. God already loves you with an amazing and infinite love. Focus on how much God loves you and then love Him back. The sequence here is absolutely critical. Many people start with trying to give God love without first receiving love from Him and the whole thing blows up. Focus on the fact that His love is like the sun shine. It radiates out towards us whether we are good or evil. We can choose to receive it or reject it. But His love is there for everyone. That is John 3:16 “For God so loved everyone…. “ When we receive His love we feel our heart warmed and bit and we have a little to give back to Him. Then we receive some more and have more to give back to him and so on. This also happens over time, progressively. We actually grow in our capacity to receive God’s love and then love God back. After we receive His love we also give it to others.

So focus on the goodness of His character and love Him back. This is one powerful dimension of the 1st Commandment. I am sure there are others, but this one really causes the fire of God’s love to live and burn in your heart towards Him and others.
Questions for personal or group study:

1. Are you approaching the Bible looking for principles or a person? (2nd Commandment mindset or a 1st Commandment mindset) Why? Give some examples.
2. Given the question above, do you think you have the 1st Commandment in 1st Place or the 2nd Commandment in 1st Place? Why?
3. Put into your own words the difference between “Loving God On Our Terms” vs “Loving God On His Terms”
4. Do you currently have some measure of fascination with Jesus? If not, what can you do to stimulate that? If yes, how can you increase that?
