Chapter 3
This Chapter in a Nutshell:

1. Explore 6 passages about Jesus’ Character and correlate it to God’s Character

2. Present the subject of “Knowing God”, the “Name of God”, and how Jesus came to “Reveal the Father”

3. Action Items: 1st Commandment & Praying the Character of Jesus back to Him

4. Summary

5. Questions for personal or group study

??? Story: Larry dying or Car between Semi-Trucks, or Falling Off Crosby’s Bike (or ???) that brings focus to my life. What is critical to do? Revelation of Jesus to keep my heart alive and give to my children.

Jesus Heals the Leper out of Compassion
Jesus’ earliest place of ministry is in and around Judea in the south of Israel. After some time Jesus visits His home town, Nazareth, in the north of Israel about 60 miles above Jerusalem. Here He is rejected by His home town and subsequently moves to the city of Capernaum which is towards the east and north of Nazareth on the Sea of Galilee. He enters a Synagogue when the Sabbath came and begins teaching. A demon erupts and mocks Jesus and He immediately forces it out of the man. Jesus then goes over to Simon and Andrew’s house with James and John and heals Simon’s mother-in-law from a fever. That evening after the sun had set the people of Capernaum brought their sick & demon possessed people to Jesus. He heals many many people at this time. It says that the whole town gathers in front of Peter’s door! Very earl the next morning Jesus goes to a solitary place to pray. When He returns Peter is looking for him saying that, “Everyone is looking for you!” In other words, “Where have you been?” Jesus redirects Peter and tells him that they are going to go out of Capernaum to the surrounding villages to preach. While they are on this preaching tour a man comes to Jesus with a horrible skin disease called Leprosy. This disease is so terrible that it can chew away at the body with open sores so that the face is disfigured or the fingers rot and fall off or other body parts are destroyed. Leprosy was so feared in the old world that they would exclude these people from the towns and villages because they didn’t want to contract the disease. Because of this Lepers were not often talked to and never ever touched. Think of the ache that would grow in your body, outside of the suffering of the disease itself, if you had not been touched by someone in years or possibly decades? The disease separated people from everyone else physically but also socially. They didn’t have social friendships because people were so afraid of them. The separation and suffering was physical but also emotional. It was horrible.
A man with Leprosy comes to Jesus, falls on his knees and asks Jesus to heal and cleanse him.

A man with leprosy came to him and begged him on his knees, “If you are willing, you can make me clean.” 41 Filled with compassion, Jesus reached out his hand and touched the man. “I am willing,” he said. “Be clean!” 42 Immediately the leprosy left him and he was cured. Mk 1:40-42

Once again you can see the inner working of the heart of Jesus. Filled with compassion Jesus heals the man. It wasn’t just that Jesus felt “some” compassion for this man and his suffering, but that Jesus was “filled” with compassion. We don’t want to miss that. It is in His guts or deep down. Jesus compassion is vast and it floods Him and He acts to heal this man.

Additionally Jesus heals the man in a particular way. Remember He could have merely spoken the word like He did to the Centurion for his servant or the Canaanite Woman for her demon possessed daughter. In this case Jesus reaches out and touches the man. He breaks the separation that this man was suffering with on 2 levels. He heals the physical disease but He also is probably the first non-leper to touch the man in years or decades. What would it feel like to be touched by a “clean” person for the 1st time in years? There is a social or friendship dimension to Jesus healing here than must have been so sweet for the Leper to receive.
On top of both of these points Jesus answers the question about how He feels for suffering people. Jesus declares, “I am willing to heal. I am willing to help. I am willing to act to help people in all manner of ways.” And of course from Luke 4:18-19  & Isaiah 61:1-2 we know that He has come to do this. But it is wonderful to hear Him declare it from His own lips!

Once again the compassionate healing of Jesus and the compassionate touch of Jesus reveal the compassion of the Father! Our 1st Commandment prayer around this event might be something like, “Jesus I love the fact that you are so compassionate that you actually reached out and touched the man while you were healing Him! I am overwhelmed with joy to see how much you care about people! You are the beautiful God!” Our 2nd Commandment Life Application might be to let the compassion of God flow through us to motivate us to make bags of groceries, toothpaste, socks & needful items and hand them out from our cars to homeless people. Care packs for those who are in need. Another 2nd Commandment Life Application might be to actually pray with someone for physical healing that they need.
Jesus Washes the Disciples Feet in Humility
Here we will delve in to one of the most phenomenal subjects in the Character of Jesus. I will address this subject more fully in the next Chapter 4 (???) on the Meekness and Power of God. Here you have the unimaginable! The messiah has actually arrived in Israel after 2,000 years of waiting since the time of Abraham. The disciples have a mere 3 or 4 years to process this fact and the resulting implications. However, there are things that Jesus is doing that point to more. He has power over sickness. Jesus has power over demonic spirits. He demonstrates power, even, over nature. The wind, waves, fish and other elements obey His mere words! Then He raises certain dead people back to life. Then 3 of the disciples witness the transfiguration and Jesus speaks to the Pharisees about the fact that He existed before Abraham! (John 8) There is a building mountain of experience and events that point to the fact that Jesus is more than the awaited messiah. It begins to appear that He could be the unthinkable… God come down to dwell with us… Emanuel! As this building volcanic eruption of revelation continues over the 3 or 4 years of public ministry Jesus releases an explosion of revelation about His inner heart. He shows the disciples the full extent of His love. The night before He is crucified He takes off his outer garment, puts a towel around his waist and begins kneeling in front of each disciple, washing the dirt, filth and cracked dryness from the their feet. 
It was just before the Passover Feast. Jesus knew that the time had come for him to leave this world and go to the Father. Having loved his own who were in the world, he now showed them the full extent of his love. 2 The evening meal was being served, and the devil had already prompted Judas Iscariot, son of Simon, to betray Jesus. 3 Jesus knew that the Father had put all things under his power, and that he had come from God and was returning to God; 4 so he got up from the meal, took off his outer clothing, and wrapped a towel around his waist. 5 After that, he poured water into a basin and began to wash his disciples’ feet, drying them with the towel that was wrapped around him. 6 He came to Simon Peter, who said to him, “Lord, are you going to wash my feet?” 7 Jesus replied, “You do not realize now what I am doing, but later you will understand.” 8 “No,” said Peter, “you shall never wash my feet.” Jesus answered, “Unless I wash you, you have no part with me.” 9 “Then, Lord,” Simon Peter replied, “not just my feet but my hands and my head as well!” John 13:1-9
God steps off His heavenly throne to descent to earth in a human body! Then He kneels even further down to wash His people’s feet. It is the ultimate! It is the humility and meekness of God! Nothing like it has ever been seen in mere human history. Nothing like it has been seen in the history of the Angels! It is an explosive revelation of the inner heart of the Godhead… at His core the Mighty One is a servant!

 “If you have seen Me, you have seen the Father” 

The humility and meekness of Jesus is a physical picture of God’s humility and meekness. And remember, God doesn’t suspend one character attribute to engage with another. He is perfectly just and perfectly meek at the same moment. Even during the End of the Age when He reveals His values regarding what is good and what is evil, He will be simultaneously operating in justice and humility as He confronts the nations of the earth in battle!
The humility of Jesus has the power to heal even the most wounded hearts and the most abused and violated people. The meekness of God is the ultimate balm to restore the soul. (Psalms 23:3) The meek and lowly God knows how to descent and heal the deepest trauma and gravest abuse. He Himself comes to heal us. He may use people to pray but He Himself does the work in our hearts! The character of God is the Glory of God! The reason the Cherubim around the Throne are exhilarated in worship and overwhelmed beyond the ability to even stand is due to the riches of His Character! (Rev 4:8-11 and 5:8-14) “The Lamb is worth, the Lamb is worthy, the Lamb is worthy”… it is all they can say because of ALL that Jesus has done. (Rev 4:11, 5:9 and 5:12) What He has done is a direct emanation or product of His Character! His Character is the “why” of God behind the “what” of God. Why did He do what He has done?
Friends, you want to scratch down a few passages about the humility of meekness of Jesus and take those out on your prayer walks or into your prayer closet and focus on Him. Talk to Him about Himself! The more you do this and the more your capacity to encounter Him will grow and the more intense your personal connection becomes! The key is seeing and understanding how He thinks and feels about us and respond back to Him in devotion and worship (1st Commandment) and obedience and service (2nd Commandment). The power and passion grows over the months and years.

Jesus Is Patient & Instructs the Disciples As They Fight About “Who Is The Greatest” #1
It appears that on at least 3 occasions, but probably more, the disciples were engaged in serious arguments and disagreements about which of them was the greatest. This competition or argument brews among them for many months. The first signs of the argument appear after the Mount of Transfiguration. Peter, James and John witness Jesus’ unveiling. Next they left that place and passed thru Galilee (Mk9:30). The conflict appears to occur each time after Jesus begins telling His disciples that the “progression” of the movement is going to change. Jesus tells them He is going to be murdered by the Jewish Priests and Leaders. Each time Jesus reveals this to His disciples a subsequent argument crops up. Why? It may be that they were contending with each other about who will “take over” after Jesus is gone. We don’t know for sure.
They left that place and passed through Galilee. Jesus did not want anyone to know where they were, 31 because he was teaching his disciples. He said to them, “The Son of Man is going to be betrayed into the hands of men. They will kill him, and after three days he will rise.” 32 But they did not understand what he meant and were afraid to ask him about it. 33 They came to Capernaum. When he was in the house, he asked them, “What were you arguing about on the road?” 34 But they kept quiet because on the way they had argued about who was the greatest. 35 Sitting down, Jesus called the Twelve and said, “If anyone wants to be first, he must be the very last, and the servant of all.” 36 He took a little child and had him stand among them. Taking him in his arms, he said to them, 37 “Whoever welcomes one of these little children in my name welcomes me; and whoever welcomes me does not welcome me but the one who sent me.” Mk 9:30-37
After they come into a house Jesus asks them what they were arguing about on the road. It is probable that Peter, James and John are at the heart of the argument. Each of them had been at major events when others were not. The raising of Jarius’ daughter and the Mount of Transfiguration were 2 events where only these 3 were present. However, we found out in Chapter 2 that all 10 were angry with James and John’s request to sit at Jesus right and left hand. So the argument is wider than just the 3. Whatever the case the conflict is sharp enough and embarrassing enough that when Jesus asks about it they are silent. This isn’t cute, it is real sin. The disciples are engaged in selfish ambition and competition. They are not thinking how they can serve one another and the Kingdom. They are fighting among themselves for personal honor and recognition among other things. This is serious enough that they don’t want to actually tell Jesus about it.
Jesus response it amazing! Notice that Jesus doesn’t have a meltdown. “You guys are so full of yourselves! I can’t believe you are arguing about who is the greatest! I am depending on you to lead the entire church in just a few months! Pull it together!” Jesus doesn’t berate them or criticize them. Notice that Jesus isn’t angry. Jesus does 2 things that I can see.
#1 Jesus is patient with the disciples
#2 Jesus instructs the disciples so they can grow

Jesus sits down and calls the 12 disciples to Himself. He then tells them how to be truly great, “Lay down your life and ambitions to serve others.” Then Jesus takes a little child and has him stand among them. They must be wondering what Jesus is going to do. Then Jesus takes the child even closer and takes him in His arms. Jesus talks about welcoming little children. This is the same as welcoming Him and welcoming God Himself. Jesus basically turns around their ambitious thoughts and mindset in the opposite direction and talks about serving others. He also points to a mindset that is open and caring towards the very least in society… the children. Rather than have a mindset that disregards children, He instructs them to be open to the least of these.
This is a wonderful revelation of the heart of God as seen in Jesus. When confronted with the of the disciples, neither God nor Jesus, fly off the handle and have a meltdown. They are “slow to anger” (Exodus 34:6) or said another way, “God has a very long fuse.” However, consider a Pharisee or Priest. if a Priest who has studied the word of God for 40 years (from teens to mid-fifties), who knows good and evil, attacks Jesus on the basis that He is breaking the Sabbath because He is healing a woman who has been crippled for 18 long years… well, then He (Jesus) is probably going to get angry! Do you see the difference? On one side He is exceedingly patient with the immaturity of the disciples. They are young and growing. On the other side He demands more of those who are older, have stopped growing and are rigorously committed to their hypocrisy. (Remember, hypocrisy or having double standards was the main assessment of Jesus relative to the Pharisees.)
Jesus’ patience with the immature but sincere disciples reveals God’s patience with the immature but growing believer who is struggling against sin. Jesus’ anger at the Pharisees who know better but refuse to put into action what they know, reveals God’s anger at rebellion and hypocrisy.
Jesus Is Patient with the Request of James and John: “Who Is the Greatest” #2

In the previous chapter we looked at the approachability of Jesus in light of James and John’s request to sit on the right or left of Jesus’ eternal throne. This event occurs as Jesus makes His final sweep through Israel up to Jerusalem for the Triumphal Entry before He will be killed. Refer to the text in Chapter 2 ??? if you want to read it again. I wanted to revisit this event as it is the 2nd time that is recorded that the disciples are essentially competing or contending with each other relative to who is the greatest. As I have already noted James and John devise a request and submit it to Jesus that would essentially secure them as the “greatest” of all the disciples if Jesus was to say “yes.” You can’t get any closer to Jesus than sitting on either His right side or His left side. And this is what causes the other 10 disciples to become indignant or furious. (Mk 10:41)
Note Jesus’ response to the frontal assault or maneuvering of James and John relative to the other 10. Jesus is patient and instructs His disciples about how to be great. He points them in the direction of what He Himself is doing. Although He is God and the Messiah, He humbles Himself and uses His power to serve others rather than Himself. This is the essential quality that Philippians 2:5-8 points out about the incarnation of Jesus.
Again it is important to note that Jesus doesn’t get angry, He isn’t moody, He doesn’t have a meld down and He doesn’t “lose it.” There is a great opportunity to talk to Jesus around this subject and tell Him how much you love the fact that He is patient with the disciples. Tell Him how much you appreciate His patience and instruction in your own life. Remember the last things that He helped you understand and thank Him for that. Remember the common sense and wisdom He has helped you grown in and tell Him so. This is 1st Commandment prayer. “Love the Lord your God with all your heart!” Then go on to the 2nd Commandment and learn from Jesus’ ways and apply them. Let’s not rush to the 2nd Commandment without first stopping at the 1st Commandment and worshipping! Worship empowers the heart and is critical. Otherwise we become Pharisees – trying to “do the law” without knowing that God already loves us.

Immersing myself in the study of Jesus’ patience has led to increased patience with my two boys. In this season with young children, patience is the very thing that I need. One time I remember asking Luke to sit closer to the table when he is eating. Without responding to my two requests, he slips and ends up dumping the whole bowl of yogurt all over himself, the chair and the floor. Yep, patience is required… and instruction. And a bit of discipline, but we will get to that later.

Jesus Is Patient With the Disciples Regarding “Who Is the Greatest” #3
The third time this conflict arises between the disciples is, unbelievably, on the last night that Jesus is with them. It occurs during the Last Supper. Jesus has talked about His betrayal. Each of them has asked him, “Is it I?” He responds only to Judas when he asks that question. Subsequently Judas leaves. Sometime later they get into the ongoing dispute about which of them is considered to be the greatest. 
In the same way, after the supper he took the cup, saying, “This cup is the new covenant in my blood, which is poured out for you. 21 But the hand of him who is going to betray me is with mine on the table. 22 The Son of Man will go as it has been decreed, but woe to that man who betrays him.” 23 They began to question among themselves which of them it might be who would do this. 24 Also a dispute arose among them as to which of them was considered to be greatest. 25 Jesus said to them, “The kings of the Gentiles lord it over them; and those who exercise authority over them call themselves Benefactors. 26 But you are not to be like that. Instead, the greatest among you should be like the youngest, and the one who rules like the one who serves. 27 For who is greater, the one who is at the table or the one who serves? Is it not the one who is at the table? But I am among you as one who serves. 28 You are those who have stood by me in my trials. 29 And I confer on you a kingdom, just as my Father conferred one on me, 30 so that you may eat and drink at my table in my kingdom and sit on thrones, judging the twelve tribes of Israel.  Luke 22:20-30

Fascinatingly Jesus continues to be patient and instructs the disciples even though it is at least the 3rd time this argument has arisen. The disciples have not yet grasped what Jesus is telling them about serving one another and the rest of the believers. They are not getting the word picture of Jesus taking the little child in His arms. I don’t know about you but after I have said something 3 times to my kids it is time for “business!” Do you know what I mean? That is when I really start to get hot (angry). But Jesus is so different. He continues to bear with the disciples in patience and long suffering. And He picks right up and begins instructing them again. This time He uses a reference from the kings of the Gentiles and how they exercise or “Lord” their authority over their people. Instead of that Jesus instructs them to be like the youngest and serve one another.
In fact the previously mentioned passage from Chapter 2 ??? about Jesus being tender with the Children is part of this word picture. Let’s look at it again:

People were bringing little children to Jesus to have him touch them, but the disciples rebuked them. 14 When Jesus saw this, he was indignant. He said to them, “Let the little children come to me, and do not hinder them, for the kingdom of God belongs to such as these. 15 I tell you the truth, anyone who will not receive the kingdom of God like a little child will never enter it.” 16 And he took the children in his arms, put his hands on them and blessed them. Mk 10:13-16
This passage ??? may occur between the 1st and 2nd events of the disciples arguing about who is the greatest. It is interesting that while Jesus is engaging with the little children He is also using it as a “teachable moment” for the disciples. He is instructing the disciples that the very Kingdom of God belongs to people just like these little children. This is opposed to the way the disciples are behaving with this dispute and selfish ambition about “who is the greatest among us?” Jesus is continuing to instruct them in more than mere words, He using word pictures to get the point across.
Therefore if Jesus continues to be long suffering and greatly patient with the disciples, this reveals the “long fuse” that God has. God doesn’t get angry quick. He doesn’t have a short fuse and explode quickly. Jesus reveals the Father. 
Jesus, In Fierceness, Cleanses the Temple

In scripture there are 2 times that Jesus “cleanses” the temple. The first time seems to occur very early in Jesus public ministry right after his temptation by Satan, the calling of the 1st disciples and His miracle of changing water to wine. After these events He cleanses the temple. The second time seems to occur right after He enters Jerusalem for the last time. This was called the Triumphal Entry. The word “cleansing” is used to signify that the Pharisees had developed a system of money making that had permeated the entire temple. This was a great offense and blockage to the people coming to worship. Let me explain.
It is well known that the Pharisees loved money. They actually had a theology that indicated that if you had money you were “blessed.” (Middle class American and European Christians?) They looked at it as though it was a sign of God favor. And that may have been one of the many reasons they hated Jesus. He didn’t hold to that view nor did He have a lot of money. Over the course of time the Pharisees developed two methods of, well, extortion. Extortion means you are sucking money out of people that don’t owe you any money. The first method involved the animal sacrifices. The Law of Moses required that people bring animals to sacrifice when they confessed the evil they had done to receive forgiveness. It was a prophetic symbol pointed to the fact that Jesus would come and bear the just wrath of God against our sin in His soul on the cross. The animals, being a symbol of Jesus, had to be perfect. They could not have any spot or blemish, or bad eye or deformed leg. The Law required that the best animals be used for sacrifice. You couldn’t take your worst crippled animal and expect God to be satisfied with the worst of your flock. People could either bring their animals or pay the Priests for a “certified” lamb. Of course some people came from a long way away so it was easier to buy the lambs provided by the priests rather than walking or carrying the animal over all those miles. Over time what occurred is that the Priests started charging more for a lamb than it was worth. Then they would “skim” some of the money off the top for themselves. Then in other situations people would go to the effort to bring their own lamb walking miles and miles to come to Jerusalem. When they got there the Priest would essentially say, “That Lamb is not good enough. It has a spot. It has a blemish,” and force the people to buy the “certified” lamb. This was the one way that the Priest’s robbed everyday people who were trying to come and worship God! It was very evil.
The second area of extortion was involved the temple money as opposed to the common money. ??? (complete your research on these points) To use the temple money you had to exchange your common money to buy it. This occurred just like the common Exchange Office when you travel from America to England you need to change American Dollars in to British Sterling or Pounds. But here again the Priests found a way to steal more money from the people. They would increase the exchange rate between the regular Jewish money and temple money. 
There was a system of outright oppression and extortion run by the very people who were saying that they are dedicated servants of God! The effect of this was basically to “spit” in the face of the Jewish people as there were coming to worship God. They were rolling a stumbling block or rock in the way of those who were seeking to know God.

You may be interested to know that this was nothing new. 1 Samuel 2:12-36 details how the Priest Eli has 2 sons, Hophni and Phinehas, were abusing the people who were coming to the Lord at Shiloh. The typical custom when someone was presenting a sacrifice to the Lord was to allow the fat to burn off before God. The fat was the best tasting part of the meat. Secondly the meat was boiled. ??? (research this clearly) The priest could come with a three pronged fork and plunge it into the pot and whatever came up he could eat. Hophi and Phinehas, however, broke this procedure. Without respect for the Lord or the people they demanded raw meat before the fat had been burned off rather than giving that portion to the Lord. Rather than allow the meat to be boiled or use the 3 pronged fork they would force the people (1 Sam 2:16) to allow them to take the best piece of meat. They were oppressing the people who were coming to seek the Lord. In addition to all this they were having sex with all the women who worked at the entrance to the tent of Shiloh. (1 Sam 2:22). Eli rebukes them and weakly tries to discipline them but they don’t take any notice of his passive ways. If you read 1 Samuel 3 you find out that God was highly offended and angry and puts Hophni and Phineas to death.
So the abuse of the house of God by the priests is nothing new. This was highly offensive to God and you can see this in the reaction of Jesus. When He walks into the temple He observes all that is going on. All the buying and selling of animals reveals that this is a “business” rather than the one and only place to seek the living God. (Do you remember Jesus saying that you can either serve God or money, not both? This was a living picture of that reality. The Priest had chosen money.) Jesus makes an actual whip of cords and appears to “goes wild.” Jesus isn’t loosing control, but He is 100 percent going to force everyone that is extorting money out of the temple… instantly! I don’t know how to say it any better than that. He is cracking this whip, releasing all the animals from their stalls and chasing them out. He is freeing the birds from their cages. Jesus physically kicks over the tables of the money changers. He overturns the tables of the dove sellers. Can you picture that in your mind? (If not get “The Gospel of John” on DVD from ??? This is a great production of the Gospel of John that is not cheesy or contrived. The scene of Jesus cleaning the Temple is excellent.)
Jesus entered the temple area and drove out all who were buying and selling there. He overturned the tables of the money changers and the benches of those selling doves. 13 “It is written,” he said to them, “‘My house will be called a house of prayer,’ but you are making it a ‘den of robbers.’” 14 The blind and the lame came to him at the temple, and he healed them. 15 But when the chief priests and the teachers of the law saw the wonderful things he did and the children shouting in the temple area, “Hosanna to the Son of David,” they were indignant. Matt 21:12-15

What you see in this passage is the fierce but clean anger of Jesus. The people of God are being trampled underfoot by the Priest who claim they know God but don’t. Satan’s value system is being exalted and God is being abased in His own house! And Jesus enters the scene and with clean violence rips the place apart. He attacks the system that the Pharisees have instituted over time. 
You can see in Mark that He is so intense that no one can even carry stuff to buy through the temple while He is there. “He… would not allow anyone to carry merchandise through the temple courts.”( Mk 11:16) How can one man stop everyone from conducting business and forbid anyone from carrying merchandise thru the Temple? Make no mistake, Jesus could be fierce when confronting evil. The whole episode is violent... in a clean way. He is angry. And He deals with the whole mess, instantly! 
Note the outcome in Matt 21:14 “The blind and the lame came to Him at the temple, and He healed them.” This is exactly what was supposed to be occurring in the temple of God. The weak, broken and suffering were supposed to find help in the Temple of God. The people were to come to worship God and they were supposed  find God’s help at the same time. Jesus restores the operation and good function of the Temple! Praise the Lord!
Once again Jesus’ clean anger and fierceness results in the purification of the temple and the blind and lame getting healed. His anger lead to things being set right and the weak getting the help they desperately need. That is called the “kingdom coming on the earth as it is in heaven.”
If you have seen Jesus’ clean anger you have God’s clean anger revealed. For those of us that struggle with unclean anger (and that is all of us) it is very important to not just consider patience and compassion, but to also dwell on “clean” anger. We need to understand the difference between what is clean and what is dirty. Anger itself is not bad. It is just critical what you do with it. Jesus never abused people with His anger. It always led to a righteous outcome. Often His anger resulted in someone being protected. Here the weak and suffering are protected and helped. Here the average person can seek God, repent of evil and actually get “eternal life.”
Revealing the Father and Knowing God
In the Old Testament there is a place where God pronounces His Name. Moses is meeting with God high up on Mount Sinai. He is talking to Moses about bringing the Israelites up into the Promised Land. Moses wants to “see” God – just like all of us.  At one point he blurts out, “Now show Me your Glory!” (Exodus 33:18) God responds by saying 2 things. First He says that He will cause His goodness to pass before Moses. Secondly He says that He will pronounce the name of the Lord in Moses’ presence. Look at what happens when God pronounces His own Name:
1 The LORD said to Moses, “Chisel out two stone tablets like the first ones, and I will write on them the words that were on the first tablets, which you broke. 2 Be ready in the morning, and then come up on Mount Sinai. Present yourself to me there on top of the mountain. 3 No one is to come with you or be seen anywhere on the mountain; not even the flocks and herds may graze in front of the mountain.” 4 So Moses chiseled out two stone tablets like the first ones and went up Mount Sinai early in the morning, as the LORD had commanded him; and he carried the two stone tablets in his hands. 5 Then the LORD came down in the cloud and stood there with him and proclaimed his name, the LORD. 6 And he passed in front of Moses, proclaiming, “The LORD, the LORD, the compassionate and gracious God, slow to anger, abounding in love and faithfulness, 7 maintaining love to thousands, and forgiving wickedness, rebellion and sin. Yet he does not leave the guilty unpunished… Exodus 34:1-7

Now this is amazing for North Americans and Europeans. When we say our name we merely say, “Hi my name is Chris” or “Hi, my name is Keith.” When God pronounces His name He gives an entire Character description! “My name is YAHWEH. (??? Spelling) Let me tell you what I am like…” God says His name twice and then defines what it means. ‘I am compassionate, and gracious. I don’t get angry quick. I am filled and overflowing with love and faithfulness. I maintain love to thousands of generations of those who love me. I forgive sin, wickedness and even rebellion. But I am still just. There is punishment for the guilty.’ (??? Version)

This passage of the Bible defines what a name means. It is not the sounds of the name but the character behind it that is important. The character “backs up” the name.
Therefore when Jesus prays in John 17:11 “Holy Father, protect them by the power of your name…” He does not primarily mean that the word “Father” or “God” spoken aloud is going to protect them. It is God’s character, His goodness that is going to back up His name with power to protect. When Jesus says you may ask for anything in my name (??? verses) He does not mean for His name “Jesus” to be used as a Christian incantation. “I ask for a job IN THE NAME OF JESUS!” No. That is just foolishness. Jesus means, ask for what you will if it is in accordance with my character and my will. We are not trying to cast a spell like the pagans do. We are trying to come into alignment or agreement with a person, namely Jesus.
When Jesus comes to the earth He clearly has a number of reasons for doing so. Clearly He came to atone for the sin of the human race and therefore forgive humans. Clearly He came so that forgiven saints could receive the Holy Spirit “inside” them.

Believe it or not He actually comes to further improve on what He did before Moses! God could speak His name and actually declare a description of His character to Moses in verbal form. However Jesus was coming to do far more!
No one has ever seen God, but God the One and Only, who is at the Father’s side, has made Him known. John 1:18

Do you grasp this? God was going to become a human and live out His character before human eyes to 100% define His Divine Character. “What would God do if He were here?” Well, take a look at Jesus and you will know.
Jesus came to make God known! Or said another way, Jesus came to reveal the Father!
In the ancient times before the incarnation of Jesus into human form, people didn’t know what God was like. They didn’t know if He was patient or angry, loving or hateful, twisted and perverted or good! They didn’t have a clue. But they did know some of what we know. Life can be hard. Life could be cruel. Life could be harsh. Think of the role weather played in people’s lives in the old world. Think of the barbaric forms of warfare and battle. And we also know they had, as we do, lots of demonic influence and demonic worship in their religions and philosophies. Some idols and the demons behind them suggested that if a warlord would sacrifice his child to the idol that the supposed god (demon) would give him more power while at war. So there was massive confusion around the character of “God” in those days. (Much like there is today)
So God came into the world through Jesus and walked out His values and His character over an entire lifetime in front of human beings! Therefore, we could see what He is like. We could see what He values. We could see what He loves and what He hates. (Psalms 45:7 Did you know God hates certain things, like evil? He loves people but hates wickedness.) Jesus was going to wipe away tons of doubt and questions that lingered about God’s Character. “What about God, would He do this?” or “What about God, would He not do such and such.” “Do you think God would act this way?” “How do you think God would do this or that?” Jesus was coming to live out the life of God and answer many questions about Him.
No one has ever seen God, but God the One and Only, who is at the Father’s side, has revealed Him. John 1:18 (??? Version)
It is quite amazing! I am stunned as I sit here writing this! Jesus actually improved on what Moses experienced with God! Jesus takes it further from a spoken description of the name of God to a life walked out before people for 33 years! Amazing!

This is why I think that the mission of Jesus to reveal the Father was one of his top priorities. I don’t know that it was priority #3 like I have alluded to but it was an absolutely critical dimension of why He became a human in the first place.
Once again we have arrived that the kernel of the reason I have written this book. I am trying to describe some of His Character through His interaction with many different types of people. He came to reveal the Father so that people could related to Him and trust Him and lean on Him!
How can you trust God if you don’t know what He is like? How can you really lean on God, with your full weight, if you don’t know the kind of person He is? When you face serious struggles in life you have to lean on God. It is one thing to trust God when everything is going well. But it is another thing to trust God when you child is sick, or your teenager is fighting peer pressure and drugs. What about trusting God when you have lost a job or you have to move to another city or country? What about when someone you deeply love dies? (In the spring of 2010 the closest person to me besides my wife and 2 kids died, suddenly. With no warning my dear friend and brother, Keith died. The greatest suffering and trials of life my life occurred. ???) We need to dig deep into God’s character in study and especially prayer now to prepare for the times in the future that we will have to lean heavily on the living God. And we have to know what He is like to do that!
It is helpful to compare to King David for a moment. In Psalms David indicates that he was trying to make God known. He was trying to do what God was doing before Moses.
I will declare your name to my brothers; in the congregation I will praise you.  Psalms 22:22

David is declaring or revealing the Character of God to those in Israel who believe in God. He is not running around saying, “Let me tell you God’s name… it’s Yahweh! It’s Yahweh!” No, David is describing God’s character. He is giving God praise. He is possibly saying something like, “God is so good, let me tell you the time He protected me from the Philistines or from Saul. God is so faithful, let me tell you about the time He helped me kill Goliath. Let me tell you time His spirit came upon me and I killed the Lion and the Bear with only a club!” David is describing what God does in an attempt to define His character.

But Jesus appears on the scene and actually lives out God’s Character in time and space for 3 public years for all of human history to see. Wow!

(Often when I am praying before a teaching I will pray Psalms 22:22 and John 17:26 over and over. “Father, empower me to declare your name! Fill me with your Spirit to declare who you are! Cause the people to know you! Reveal Yourself! Cause the people to delight in You by knowing what you are like!”)
You actually see Jesus praying the same things that David was talking about:
“I have made you known to them, and will continue to make you known in order that the love you have for me may be in them and that I myself may be in them.” John 17:26

Jesus’ commentary on His own life says that He has been making the Father known to the disciples and other believers for the whole time He has been around them. And He says that He will continue to do this through the Holy Spirit. John 17:6 says essentially the same thing:

“I have revealed you[a] to those whom you gave me out of the world. They were yours; you gave them to me and they have obeyed your word.” John 17:6
The [a] by the word you in the NIV text is there to note that the Greek says “your name” or “you.” Jesus re-affirms that one of His overarching top mission statements for becoming a human was to reveal the father’s character and make Him known.

In John 17:1-3 Jesus reveals a massive linking between knowing God and eternal salvation:

After Jesus said this, he looked toward heaven and prayed: “Father, the time has come. Glorify your Son, that your Son may glorify you. 2 For you granted him authority over all people that he might give eternal life to all those you have given him. 3 Now this is eternal life: that they may know you, the only true God, and Jesus Christ, whom you have sent. “ John 17:1-3

Jesus reveals that knowing God is the same as eternal life! And this makes perfect sense. How can you trust God with your soul until you know Him? How can you trust Him to forgive you and inject the very life of God in you unless you know Him? Now I am not saying that we need perfect knowledge to get saved. But you need to know the beginning aspects of God’s character; specifically that He is good before you can come to him for salvation. And every bit of additional knowledge of His Character makes your faith in Christ stronger and stronger!
 In Chapter 5 ??? I will develop the theme that we need more than mere information about God’s character. We need the Holy Spirit to take text, words and information and convert them into living understanding that results in faith in God. We need the Holy Spirit to convert information into revelation. This is, perhaps, what Jesus was teaching through His first miracle when He changed water into wine. (John 2). This is the core of Paul’s prayer in Ephesians 1:17-20. But that is Chapter 5.
By contrast John also says that because many of the Priests & Pharisees do NOT know God they will do horrible things to the believers.
“If the world hates you, keep in mind that it hated me first. 19 If you belonged to the world, it would love you as its own. As it is, you do not belong to the world, but I have chosen you out of the world. That is why the world hates you. 20 Remember the words I spoke to you: ‘No servant is greater than his master.’ If they persecuted me, they will persecute you also. If they obeyed my teaching, they will obey yours also. 21 They will treat you this way because of my name, for they do not know the One who sent me.” John 15:18-21

1 “All this I have told you so that you will not go astray. 2 They will put you out of the synagogue; in fact, a time is coming when anyone who kills you will think he is offering a service to God. 3 They will do such things because they have not known the Father or me.” John 16:1-3

Jesus declares that the Priests and Leaders of Israel will reject the followers of Jesus, will persecute them and even kill some of them for one and only one reason: “because they have not known the Father or me.” Jesus contrasts “knowing the Father” to “not knowing the Father.” (John 8 is a further understanding of the implications of “not knowing the Father.”)
This is why people sin and do evil while they are alive on the earth. They have not known God! And let’s be clear. The Pharisees and Priests had lots of information about God’s character but their hearts did not delight in Him. They weren’t captivated by His goodness that can be seen from the Old Testament. God’s mercy was abundantly clear. Since they didn’t delight in His goodness their hearts didn’t bond to Him. They didn’t “know” Him.
Jesus can say, “the Father OR me” exactly because Jesus is God, they are one and the same. For this reason the character of Jesus exactly and perfectly describes the Father’s character. Muhammad’s character does NOT accurately describe the reality of God’s character.  The New Age character description of what they consider God to be is error. The Hindu character description of God is error. We must always respect and have healthy  tolerance for other religions and perspectives. But that doesn’t mean they are true or accurate. It just means we respect and care about people. God became a human for the express purpose of describing Himself in human terms and in a human life so we could know exactly what He is like. That is why the incarnation is so powerful, so unprecedented and so completely beyond anything the Jewish people at time could have imagined! The Messiah was also going to be God! Impossible! But all things are possible with God. (Luke 1:37)
It just makes you want to go into prayer and worship! Really! That is the only adequate response. Put the book down, go talk to Him and tell Him how amazing He is! Lavish your adoration and amazement on Him! Tell Him specifics about what you find delightful and awesome!

Recap:
In this chapter we have look at Jesus’ compassion to heal the leper and touch him in the process. We have meditated on Jesus’ humility and meekness to wash the disciple’s feet and serve them. Next we studied His patience with the disciples on 3 different occasions as they compete and dispute about who is the greatest one of them. Then we finished with Jesus’ clean anger and fierceness as He drives evil out of the temple.

So take all 6 of those character events of Jesus and process the fact that in them Jesus was revealing the Father and making Him known to you. Understand that Jesus doesn’t always walk up to people and tell them directly what He wants them to know. “Peter I am compassionate.” Jesus often communicates to them and to us by walking out His Character in word pictures right in our own lives. Then He wants us to learn from them. So when Jesus heals the man of Leprosy and is filled with compassion He is teaching Peter, the disciples and the whole crowd about Himself and also the Father!

Action Items:
Therefore, take these 6 character dimensions and the verses about Jesus revealing the Father into prayer. As you mull them over and talk to Him about Himself you will get more insight, understanding and power on reality! This does not come by reading or study only. Those are the necessary first steps. The power comes as your engage with Him in the strange thing we call prayer. I say “strange” because we don’t understand how it all works. We don’t know you to hear back from God quickly and accurately. (At least I don’t). We muddle our way forward to respond to God with the knowledge that the Holy Spirit is helping us all the time. Once we are born again we are truly like little children (2, 3 or 4 years olds) learning to talk and communicate with our parents. It takes years of continual practice and experimentation. But it is doable. We learn how to communicate more and more. We identify answers to prayers. We identify communication back from God.  However, many western Christian don’t really have any consistent prayer lives to speak of. And it is no wonder; neither do some of the Priests or Pastors. Often administration is valued more than prayer. So we must grow and He is here to help us.
Questions for Individual or Group Study:

1. How was your prayer time as you tried to talk to Jesus about His Character?

2. Are you able to pray Jesus’ Character back to Him? If this is difficult don’t be surprised. That is common. What are the struggling points? What is easy?

3. What aspects of His Character are you able to delight in? Start with these.

4. What are your favorite 3 or 4 Character aspects of Jesus? Why?

5. How would you describe Jesus goal to reveal the Father? What is this goal and why do you think it is important or unimportant?

6. Compare Jesus’ goal to reveal the Father to the importance of the atonement or the impartation of the Spirit into human beings.
